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Amelia Earhart is one of the most famous pilots in 
the world. But no one knows what happened to her on her last flight.  
She and her plane disappeared. 

Amelia Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas, on July 24, 1897. She 
was active child who liked adventure. One day she went to an air show  
and saw people fly in loops and do stunts. She liked what she saw  
and knew she wanted to be a pilot, too. 

In 1928, Amelia Earhart became the first woman to cross the Atlantic 
Ocean in an airplane. She was just a passenger. But she became famous 
because she was the first woman to do this. Then, in 1932, she became 
even more famous when she was the first woman to fly an airplane across 
the Atlantic Ocean.

In 1937, Amelia decided to fly around the world. She flew almost  
the whole way without any problem. But somewhere over the Pacific 
Ocean, Amelia and her airplane disappeared. No one has ever found her  
or the airplane.

Amelia Earhart was a very brave person. She helped people see  
that women can do many things. Amelia helped change the world.

Amelia Earhart
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famous pilot, plane disappeared, mystery

brave, showed people that women can do many things

active child, always  
on adventures

1928 = passenger the first 
time, first woman to cross  

Atlantic Ocean

all went well for most  
of flight

1897 = born in Atchison, Kansas

flew over the Atlantic Ocean twice

tried to fly around the world

went to air show, saw stunts, 
wanted to be a pilot

1932 = flew over Atlantic  
on own, world famous

disappeared over Pacific 
Ocean, never found

Pat Johnson
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Barry Obama, Jr., was born in 
1961 in Hawaii. His mother was from 
the state of Kansas. His father was 
from the country of Kenya, in Africa. 
His parents met and married while 
they were students at the University  
of Hawaii. By the time Barry was four, 
his father had moved back to Kenya.

Barry’s mother met a man from 
Indonesia and remarried when 
Barry was six. The family moved 
from Hawaii to Indonesia. Barry 
sometimes felt strange being so far 
from Hawaii. He felt he was not part 
of the community where he now lived. 
His parents were of different races 
and from different continents. Barry 
sometimes wondered who he was and 
where he belonged in the world.

Barry lived in Indonesia for four 
years. Then, his mother thought 
he could get a better education 
in the United States. So, in 1971, 
when he was ten, she sent Barry 
back to Hawaii. He lived with his 
grandparents while he went to school. 

In Hawaii, Barry was one of only 
two African American students in 
his class. Some of his classmates 

made fun of his unusual name. 
He graduated from high school in 
Hawaii. Then we went to college 
in Los Angeles. He wanted to learn 
how laws and government worked. 
He wanted to help change some 
of the unfair things he saw. After 
graduating in 1983, he found a job 
and moved to Chicago. There, he led 
an organization that helped improve 
the lives of poor people.

Barry, known today by his Kenyan 
name, Barack, eventually went on 
to become the forty-fourth president 
of the United States of America and 
continues to work to help improve 
people’s lives. 

A Boy Named Barry
Famous Kids Magazine
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Barry and his mother
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President Barack Obama

Barack Obama was born in 1961  
in Honolulu, Hawaii, to a mother from 
Kansas and a father from Kenya, East 
Africa. His parents met as 
students while attending 
the University of Hawaii, 
separating when Barack 
was two and divorcing 
when he was four.

Barack’s mother later 
married an Indonesian 
man. When Barack was  
six, the family moved  
to Indonesia, where  
his half-sister was born. 
At age ten, Barack moved 
back to Honolulu, where 
his mother hoped he would receive 
a better education. He lived with his 
grandparents until he graduated from high 
school in 1979.

Barack went to college in Los Angeles 
for two years before moving to New 
York City to attend Columbia University. 
He studied political science, focusing on 
international relations. Two years after 
earning a college degree in 1983, he 
became the director of an organization 
in Chicago that helped people in poor 

neighborhoods. This work fed his passion 
for helping to create opportunities for poor 
Americans. Yet over time, he concluded 

that becoming involved in 
politics and changing laws 
were more effective ways 
to better the lives of the 
people he sought to help.

Barack entered Harvard 
Law School in 1988. He 
earned a law degree in 
1991, graduating with 
honors. At Harvard, Barack 
became the first African 
American president of the 
Harvard Law Review, a 
student organization that 

publishes a highly respected law journal.

Following graduation, he moved to 
Chicago, where he met and later married 
Michelle Robinson. Barack practiced 
as a civil rights lawyer and taught at 
the University of Chicago’s Law School. 
In 1996, he was elected to represent 
Chicago’s South Side in the Illinois State 
Senate, where he served for six years.

In 2004, Barack was elected to the 
United States Senate by a landslide.  
After he spoke at the 2004 Democratic 

Barack Obama
Forty-Fourth President of the United States
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Barack Obama • 44 Encyclopedia of Presidents

National Convention, he became known  
as an inspiring leader within the 
Democratic Party.

Senator Obama launched his 
presidential campaign in early 2007.  
In August 2008, he made history as the 
first African American in U.S. history to 
become the presidential candidate of  
a major political party. He made history 
again when he became the first African 
American president of the United States  
in November 2008.

Meet Barack Obama’s Family
Barack Obama is married to Michelle 

Robinson Obama. Michelle is a lawyer 
who grew up on Chicago’s South Side. 
Her father worked for the city water 
plant, and her mother was a secretary for 
a department store. Michelle earned a 
college degree from Princeton University 

and a law degree from 
Harvard Law School. Barack 
and Michelle met while she 
was working for a Chicago law firm, where 
he was hired as a summer associate.

Michelle later held positions in 
Chicago’s city government and then 
became the director of an organization 
that encouraged young people to become 
involved in social issues. She developed 
a center at the University of Chicago that 
provides students with opportunities 
for leadership and community service. 
Since 2002, she has held positions at 
the University of Chicago Hospitals and 
has led programs that foster a strong 
relationship with the community.

The Obamas have two daughters, Malia, 
10, and Sasha, 7. They live in Chicago.
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Joe Biden has been a U.S. senator since 1972.  
He is an expert on foreign policy and an important 
voice on issues ranging from terrorism and crime  
to women’s rights, drug policy, and help for 
working families.

Joe Biden and Jill Jacobs Biden, who married  
in 1977, have three children and five grandchildren.

Vice President Joe Biden
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Every child dreams about growing 
up. Some children know what they 
want to be as adults. Others have no 
idea. Some do not find a direction for 
their life until they are 
adults. Barack Obama 
is one of those people. 
As he became an adult, 
he developed a strong 
desire to improve the 
world. That desire 
led him to become 
president of the United 
States of America.

Barack became a 
lawyer to help people. 
But he soon saw that 
helping people as a lawyer was a very 
slow process. He decided that entering 
politics and changing laws would be an 
even faster way to help. In 1996, he ran 
for and won a seat in the Illinois State 
Senate. As a state senator, he helped 
change laws so poor working families 
could pay lower taxes. He also helped 
change laws so children would have 
better education and health care.

Barack ran for the United States 
Senate in 2004. He was asked to 
speak at an important meeting of 
the Democratic Party. He gave an 
inspirational speech that was a big 
success. People wanted him to run for 

president of the United States in 2008. 
But Barack had to be convinced that 
being president was the best thing for 
him and his family. He thought that he 

did not have enough 
experience as a U.S. 
senator. As the first 
African American 
running for president, 
he thought it would 
be dangerous. He 
knew that just running 
for president would 
change his and his 
family’s lives forever. 
He could no longer take 
a walk or get his hair 

cut without drawing a crowd.

While he thought about whether 
or not to run for president, Barack’s 
reputation grew. The two books he 
had written inspired many people 
to write to him and encourage him. 
He continued to give speeches and 
talk to people. Many more people 
became inspired by his words, his clear 
thinking, his respect for all people, and 
his belief in peaceful solutions to big 
problems.

On November 4, 2008, Barack 
Obama was elected the forty-fourth 
president of the United States.

“Change will not come 
if we wait for some other 
person or some other time. 
We are the ones we’ve 
been waiting for. We are 
the change that we seek.”

—Barack Obama

Becoming a Politician:  
Obama’s Road to the White House
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My introduction states the person’s name and grabs readers’ attention.

The body includes three main events in the person’s life.

Each main event is in a paragraph. 

Each main event has two supporting details.

Each main event and detail sentence is in my own words.

Each sentence is complete and makes sense.

My conclusion sums up or shares a feeling about the person.

Instructions: Check each box as you read over your writing.

My introduction states the person’s name and grabs readers’ attention.

The body includes three main events in the person’s life.

Each main event is in a paragraph. 

Each main event has two supporting details.

Each main event and detail sentence is in my own words.

Each sentence is complete and makes sense.

My conclusion sums up or shares a feeling about the person.

Instructions: Check each box as you read over your writing.
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Amelia Earhart is one of the most famous pilots in 
the world. But no one knows what happened to her on her last flight.  
She and her plane disappeared. 

Amelia Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas, on July 24, 1897. She 
was active child who liked adventure. One day she went to an air show  
and saw people fly in loops and do stunts. She liked what she saw  
and knew she wanted to be a pilot, too. 

In 1928, Amelia Earhart became the first woman to cross the Atlantic 
Ocean in an airplane. She was just a passenger. But she became famous 
because she was the first woman to do this. Then, in 1932, she became 
even more famous when she was the first woman to fly an airplane across 
the Atlantic Ocean.

In 1937, Amelia decided to fly around the world. She flew almost 
the whole way without any problem. But somewhere over the Pacific 
Ocean, Amelia and her airplane disappeared. No one has ever found her  
or the airplane.

Amelia Earhart was a very brave person. She helped people see  
that women can do many things. Amelia helped change the world.

Amelia Earhart
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Biography (All Levels)

Teacher rubric

Student: _____________________________ Date: _____________________

Introduction

4. Developed introduction in paragraph form   
3. Introduction with some detail included 
2. Simple beginning paragraph
1. Simple beginning sentence
0. Missing a beginning/introduction

A.

Instructions: Check the box next to each number that best describes the student’s writing.

Beginning:  0–5
Early Developing:  6–10
Developing:  11–13
Fluent:  14–18

Score

B. Body: Organizes main ideas

4.  Three or more developed main events; each event organized into a paragraph
3. Three main events each organized into a paragraph; events somewhat developed
2. More than one main event organized into a paragraph; events are somewhat developed
1. Events organized into simple sentences; no paragraphs
0. No organization of main events; random words and/or phrases

E. Conclusion

4. Developed conclusion in paragraph form 
3. Conclusion with some detail included 
2. Simple ending paragraph
1. Simple ending sentence
0. Missing an ending/conclusion

C.  Includes supportive details
D. Sources

3. Uses three or more sources
2. Uses two sources
1. Uses one source
0. No sources used

3.  At least three supportive details about each 
main event 

2.  At least two supportive details about each
 main event

1. Basic detail included about some events
0. No details included




